
Greetings!

It's that time of year when we look back so that we can look ahead.  This year has certainly seen many
changes and opportunities, none greater than the VOCA pass through dollars that as the lead entity, CACI
awarded to 37 CACs, in the amount of 7.1 million dollars. As we have processed the first payment to the
CACs, we are now seeing a flurry of hiring and training, of reorganizing structures and making plans to
enhance service provisions to children in the state.  While the work has been difficult for all, the benefits to
Illinois will be substantial. 
 
We will try to report to you on the impact, the number of professionals who have been hired and trained in
the coming newsletters.  Of great impact, we will want to report on shortened waiting times for interviews and
appropriate mental health counseling.  

Stay tuned, 

Billie Larkin
CACI Executive Director

Governor Rauner Signs Law Removing Sex Crime Statutes of Limitation

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) - Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner has signed legislation that will remove the statutes of limitation for
sexual abuse crimes.



sexual abuse crimes.

Rauner signed the measure Friday. Sponsor state Sen. Michael Hastings of Frankfort says the legislation puts in
place "best practices for dealing with sexual assault cases statewide and puts a system in place that will encourage

survivors to come forward and receive justice when they are ready."  Read More Here

On August 8th our FEARLESS leader, Billie Larkin,
celebrated her 10th anniversary as CACI Executive

Director! 

It is an awesome, yet rare opportunity, to work with
(and for) such a strong, passionate, dedicated and

tireless example of integrity ¤�

We are delighted to announce that Joan Pernecke has
joined the CACI Board of Directors!

Joan was a long standing top prosecutor in the Cook
County office is an outstanding knowledgeable person

that will be a true asset to the CACI board.

CACI Training Coordinator, Cara Vock, is working
hard to celebrate her one year anniversary here at

CACI! 

Cara began her position at CACI on August 22, 2016!

Welcome Barbara Karr into her newly created position
with CACI as the VOCA Program Grant Monitor! 

Barb started August 1st!

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/illinois/articles/2017-08-12/rauner-signs-law-removing-sex-crime-statutes-of-limitation


My sincerest thank you goes out to the 94 participants who attended CACI sponsored events this
month. Tips for Testifying Northern in the North, Central, and Southern Regions, NCA Standards

Training, and the ChildFirst Faculty Retreat made for a busy August! I want to send a heartfelt
thank you as well to all the leaders that presented at these trainings about the good work that

they perform daily, and for allowing others from across Illinois to learn from them. 

With only 4 months left in this year I am extremely excited this year's remaining trainings:
 Director's Conference, ChildFirst, MDT Facilitator Training, and the Annual Advocate Training.
Information on these trainings and how to register can be found in this newsletter, and on the

CACI website. I am so happy that we have such supportive CAC's in IL who understand the
importance of good training, and appreciative of the professionals who want to be the best

possible heroes for our children. 

It has really been such a great month of training! 

- Cara

Marcia Kibler MillikenMarcia Kibler Milliken from the Minnesota Children's Alliance and CACI's from the Minnesota Children's Alliance and CACI's
Executive Director, Executive Director, Billie LarkinBillie Larkin presented on the 2017  presented on the 2017 National Children'sNational Children's

AllianceAlliance Accreditation Standards. Not only did CAC leaders from across Illinois Accreditation Standards. Not only did CAC leaders from across Illinois
learn how to meet these standards, they were taught how to create a bestlearn how to meet these standards, they were taught how to create a best

practice culture at their centers. THANK YOU to our knowledgable presenterspractice culture at their centers. THANK YOU to our knowledgable presenters
and our attendees who eagerly learned a vast amount of knowledge today fromand our attendees who eagerly learned a vast amount of knowledge today from

them.them.

                                       

Top Row:  Jackie Diediiker, Misty Marinier, Missy Lyons, Lisa Morel Las, Shirley Johnson, Amy Apostal,                                                                               Marcia Milliken and Billie Larkin
Pam Riddle, Sharon Watson & Carrie Cohan
Bottom Row:  Jo Sipes, Johanna Hager, Amanda Ericson, Martha Cassel, Christina Ayala, Kari May, Billie Larkin,
Sharon Clagg & Marcia Milliken

 

https://www.facebook.com/marcia.milliken?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/billie.larkin?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/NationalChildrensAlliance/?fref=mentions


 

Tips for Testifying Northern Region 

Participants were taught how to be best prepared when
stepping foot into the court house. 

A special thank you to the Winnebago County State's
Attorney Joe Bruscato for the warm welcome, Assistant

Deputy State's Attorney Jenny Clifford for presenting from
the prosecutor's perspective, CAC of McHenry County's Lead

Forensic Interviewer Anna Krause for sharing her expertise, &
Carrie Lynn Children's Center for all your help coordinating

this training. 

Tips for Testifying Central Region 

Participants learn techniques for preparing for the
courtroom.

Thank you for hosting the training McLean County Children's
Advocacy Center & CASA and sincere gratitude to our

presenters Adam Ghrist, McLean County State
Attorneys Office, First Assistant and Jennifer

Kampwerth, Madison County Child Advocacy Center forensic
interviewer. 

SOCIAL MEDIA.....WE HAVE THAT COVEREDSOCIAL MEDIA.....WE HAVE THAT COVERED
CLICK ON ONE, TWO OR ALL THREE & LIKE AND/OR FOLLOW CACI

                                                       

https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensAdvocacyCenterandCASA/
https://www.facebook.com/madcocac/
https://www.facebook.com/CACofIllinois
https://twitter.com/CAC_of_Illinois
https://www.instagram.com/childrensadvocacycentersofil/


Hi All, 

We are now in the process of planning our 9th Annual Champions for Children Conference. This year we

thought that we would try something new to tap into our great
resources in Illinois. 

You can find the information for our "Call for Proposals"
HERE for Illinois MDT members to present at the conference which
will be held March 5-6, 2018 in Oak Brook, IL.

Please consider and distribute to team members and CAC
employees in your area.    Deadline to submit is September 1st.

Thanks in advance,
Kim

2nd Annual National Prosecutors Summit on Child Abuse

The Association of Prosecuting Attorneys are hosting their 2nd Annual
National Prosecutors Summit on Child Abuse.  The event is co-hosted
with the Minnesota Children's Alliance and the Midwest Regional CAC.
 It is tuition-free and the line-up looks outstanding.  Slots are going

fast but there still are a few remaining.  

 For more registration information, please go to this link http://www.apainc.org/upcoming-events/.  A
complete agenda may be found here.  

FIND THE CAC IN YOUR AREA HERE

To understand what a Children's Advocacy Center (CAC) is, you must

http://www.childrensadvocacycentersofillinois.org/2018-champions-of-children-conferen
http://www.apainc.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/nca-members


To understand what a Children's Advocacy Center (CAC) is, you must
understand what children face without one. Without a CAC, the child

may end up having to tell the worst story of his or her life over and over
again, to doctors, cops, lawyers, therapists, investigators, judges, and

others. They may have to talk about that traumatic experience in a
police station where they think they might be in trouble, or may be

asked the wrong questions by a well-meaning teacher or other adult
that could hurt the case against the abuser.

When police or child protective services believe a child is being
abused, the child is brought to the CAC-a safe, child-focused

environment-by a caregiver or other "safe" adult. At the CAC, the child
tells their story once to a trained interviewer who knows the right

questions to ask in a way that does not not re-traumatize the child.
Then, a team that includes medical professionals, law enforcement,

mental health, prosecution, child protective services, victim advocacy,
and other professionals make decisions together about how to help the
child based on the interview. CACs offer therapy and medical exams,
plus courtroom preparation, victim advocacy, case management, and

other services. This is called the multidisciplinary team (MDT) response
and is a core part of the work of CACs.

NCA website:
http://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/cac-model

WHAT IS NEW IN CALiO?

CALiO™ provides numerous resources to help
professionals who serve child victims suffering from

complex trauma, as well as their caregivers.  
Visit their website

5 INTERVIEW QUESTIONS THAT WILL
HELP YOU HIRE THE BEST!

Most employers are approaching job interviews all
wrong. To identify the candidates who have
substance and not just smarts,  here are better
questions to ask.

14 THINGS YOUR TEAM-BUILDING
ACTIVITY NEEDS TO SUCCEED

Team-building exercises - from trust falls and
blindfolds to zombie races and construction tasks -

continue here

Dear Illinois CAC Directors, 

Welcome to our 22nd Annual Directors Conference! This ongoing tradition has been a mainstay for CACs as a time to learn together, to
network, catch up and celebrate success and share common challenges.

This year we were able to enlarge the Directors Conference to two nights, thanks to the 11 CACs who were able to pool their program
support dollars and expand the training initiatives. 

I am pleased to say we are opening the conference on Wednesday September 6th with "An Evening with Juan Ortiz". Juan is a fabulous
speaker and his inspirational stories will set up the next two days of the conference. On Thursday morning Dan Powers will address the group

http://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/cac-model
https://calio.org/
http://ideas.ted.com/5-interview-questions-that-will-help-you-hire-better-people/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbescoachescouncil/2017/03/10/14-things-your-team-building-activity-needs-to-succeed/#258f77f747e8


speaker and his inspirational stories will set up the next two days of the conference. On Thursday morning Dan Powers will address the group
in his likable and lively presentation style on ethics and Thursday afternoon we will not only be hearing on the annual report but as well from
two Directors whose teams went through team week and two directors who are part of the MDT pilot initiative. On Friday we open with a
short presentation from V2 and Ritchie Curtis who is graciously paying for lunch followed by Kaitlin Lounsbury giving you some tips for those
OMS stats and closing with Crystal Collette on funding and financial guidelines. 

We are excited and we hope that you will join with us and attend the Directors Conference. 

See you in Bloomington-Normal - Billie

For more information and to register, go here !!
If you have any questions, contact Cara Vock at (815) 973-6777 or via email

 
"Designed to meet NCA Standards for vic m advocates remain current on developments in the fields relevant to their delivery of services to
children and families and to continue to develop their expertise" - Section 4B: Statement of Intent - "Putting Standards Into Practice", NCA  

ChildFirst is an intensive five-day course in which students learn the
necessary skills to conduct a forensic interview of an alleged child abuse
victim. 

ChildFirst is designed for investigative teams of law enforcement officers,
social workers, prosecutors, and forensic interviewers. Students receive
training on the ChildFirst Forensic Interview Protocol, memory, and
suggestibility, child development, testifying in court, legal issues and preparing
children for court.

ChildFirst is rigorous and interactive. Each participant completes homework
assignments, a critiqued mock forensic interview, and a written examination.
Successful participants will receive a certificate of completion. 

ChildFirst is an ideal course for investigators and prosecutors seeking to
enhance their ability to speak to and for abused children. 

Registration (click here) deadline is September 1, 2017. Submission of an
application does not guarantee acceptance into the ChildFirst Illinois training.
Registration is limited to 40 participants per session. Acceptance will be

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eeh6ak9y71585ce6&llr=m4egtsnab
mailto:cara@cacionline.org


Registration is limited to 40 participants per session. Acceptance will be
based equally on the following factors; the order in which the application was
received by our office, coordination with the sponsoring CAC, and applicants
who will be in the primary role of forensic interviewer. Applicants will be notified
of acceptance no later than September 8, 2017.

Alll applicants must be sponsored by the Children's Advocacy Center in the
applicant's service area. 

All participants must attend all five days of training in order to receive a
certificate of completion. If someone is unable to make this committment, he
or she should not apply.

MCLE's for attorneys and CEU's for social workers will be available pending
approval. 

For more information and to register, click
here

There will also be a one-day update training for
those who have previously been trained in
FindingWords/ChildFirst forensic interview

protocol and wish to have an update, you can
register here.

If you have any questions, please contact Cara Vock at 815-
973-6777 or cara@cacionline.org.  

ILLINOIS CAC PILOT SITES GET REGISTERED FOR THE 1ST OF 3
TRAININGS CACI IS HOSTING!

Please mark your calendars for this training, forward to all of your
identified pilot site team members and get registered!!!

There is a $20 registration fee and lunch will be provided!

Register HERE

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=m4egtsnab&oeidk=a07ee7joor5349fc036
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eecsx30ucd5c6274&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://conta.cc/2hOnHNS




UCAN HAS LAUNCHED THEIR WEBSITE

Illinois newest CAC, Unified Child Advocacy Network, has just launched their website!! Go
and check them out!



UCAN provides the rural counties of Jersey, Calhoun, Greene, Macoupin and Montgomery with
services for sexual abuse victims and non-offending families.
https://www.unifiedchildadvocacy.org/

                           MCLEAN COUNTY CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY CENTER

https://www.unifiedchildadvocacy.org/


For more information, please contact Holly Peifer, , 
Director of Children's Advocacy Center at (815) 758-8616



Check out  ourCheck out  our
websit e for up t owebsit e for up t o
dat e informat iondat e informat ion

http://www.cacionline.org

